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establish a new order of society, we can act from now. I
can only speak from the non-violent angle and no other.
If the national mind is working in that direction, conscious-
ly or unconsciously individuals and institutions will, without
fuss, be absorbing all such persons as you mention. I know
that the process is going on, but not on a scale large enough
to be impressive. No able-bodied person should be put on
charity; he should be given work enough to feed him pro-
perly. This shifting of the population, if it is wisely done,
must result in a silent reorganization of villages,

Sevagram, 26~4-'42
Harijan, 3-5-1942

Qj. You advise evacuation of cities likely to be bomb-
ed and migration into the villages. Do you imagine the vil-
lages to be safe? As a matter of fact the villagers are more
panic-stricken than the city-dwellers. There is inadequate
police protection, and villagers live in hourly terror of daco-
its and robbers. Is it not a matter of jumping from the frying
pan into the fire ?

A. I have not suggested migration to the villages for
the soft life they will provide. Fright was no ingredient of
my plan. It was and still is good even from a military
point of view as has now been made abundantly clear. All
the danger you present is undoubtedly bound up with the
migration to the villages. But that to my mind is an addi-
tional reason for it. Who will put heart into the villagers
and dispel panic, if it is not the right type of experienced
city people? They will cover not only the aged and the
infirm who may migrate to the villages, but they will also
help and serve the villagers in the many ways I have
pointed out in these columns. Courage is indispensable in
these times for every true act,

Sevagram, 4-5-342
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